OBSERVER
Vol. 101
Page 1

Page 2
Page 3

Page 4

Page 5
Page 7

Page 7
Page 8

No. 22

April 13, 1994

Race Matters
Professor Cornel West Lectures to Full House
Michael Poirier
In Memoriam
Classifieds and Personals
Women’s rights in Iran
Mansoureh Ettehadieh on Progress, Political Manipulation and Cultural Identity
Jeana C. Breton
Music and Modernism
President Leon Botstein Gives Freshman Seminar Lecture
International Review
Sean O'Neill
Straight From the Stars
Shameless Filler!
Matthew Gilman
Dealing With Date Rape at Bard
Jean Doughty
“I Will Not Eat Green Eggs and Ham, I Will Not Eat Them, Sam I Am”
Michael Sylvester
Reality Bites and The Paper
Shawn Taylor
Senior Class Column
Ephen Glenn Colter
Calendar

Pl-. ftntciiM ....,,

......

a.p.larllillcto.S2.

~~~aab.crlptklu

IIIAYYIIJY•

The

BARD
V 0 L UM E 10 1
•

* N UMB ER

,. • 4-!:!:=".

+'l.•

-· ~

~-·

4

•

22

•

B A R D C0 L L EGE
..

~

•

.

-

~

4

-

* A N N A N D A L E• 0 N • H U 0 S0 N * N V
•

-

~

~

~

-

-

A P R I ,L . 1-~· _~ 1 9 9 4

1250 4

-

''Technology the kV\ack
I ••

of so a~~ahgi~e the ~o . . rd
that we doJI\~t have to
expe~1ence I't"
I

I

-Daniel·3. B~orstjV\

• • -1;':.

R.a ce Matters .
•

-

.

-:w:>;

-.-.

'Weare all on the same ship ina turbulent universal to all willing to make a moral and
sea," said the Princeton Professor Cornel political choice to leave the world a little
West,asheopenedhislecturebeforeapacked better.'...
:
Olin Auditorium on
According to West, ordinary people are
Wednesday March 29th. urendered invisible" when they are deprived
''We either hang to- of wealth, power and self-confidence, left
gether, or we hang without any real chance of improving their
separately."
situation. "Therearetoomanypoorpeople,"
Invited to speak by the he said. ''This lack of options shatters the
Bard Black Students body politic."
·
Organization, and by
The United States is on a "slippery slope,"
the offices of the Presi- West continued, the country destined to go
dent and Dean of Stu- the way of the Sumerian, Egyptian and Rodents, West is Professor of Philosophy and man Empires if nothing is done soon. FolReligion and Director of Afro-American lowing John Dewey's statement that there
Studies at Princeton University. Described can be no vibrant demoC!"acy without a viby President Leon Botstein as "a preacher in brant public life, West offered the challenge
the widest sense of the word," West's elo- to create a rich notion of public existence for
quent and powerful lecture fo~sed on the all citizens.
themes of his recent book, Rtlce Matters .
West identified a number of factors that
11
Race takes u~ to the core of democracy," have contributed to the corrosion of public
offered West as he considered the problems spirit. Theeconomicdeclineofmostcitizens
of our society before hl:ming to his concep- has furthered the creation of scapegoats
tion of ur!idical democracy." He spoke of a among the vulnerable minorities of society
a tradition that is
which to blame the fiscal ·

.

The distribution of wealth upwards, and the
emphasis upon greed, has obscured the
democratic features of accountability, freedom and representation.
Furthermore, West described the demoralizing affects of rampant hedonism, "an
undeniable cultural decay." "Market mentalities have made us addicted to stimulation," he said, producing the "spiritual impoverishment" wh~~ 42% of black men lx.._
tween the ages of 16 to 24 say that they have
no best friend upon which they can rely on.
"Rugged and ragged individualism" leaves
one feeling rootless and dangling.
The solutions to this cultural sterility are
stories, narratives, rituals; components of "a
tradition that is not inherited but must 1x>
obtained through great labor." Vv est discussed the difficulty of non-market values
securing a foothold, reversing the "'systema tic erosion of nurturing systems," instead
''weaving a web of meaning and significance."
West discussed three methOOs to combat
continwd mt
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C(•ntinue.:f .from .front ~ge ·

this Jcw•nward spiral. The first
thing is a sense of history," he
11

stclt('\.1. ''The present is not de-

voured 'by the pa~t, and the past is
not the mirror of the present, but
we can't find the present without
knowledge of the circumstance s
we did not create." He said that
this new a pprcciation of history is

a llcreativeundertaking" of"crosscultural. fertiljzation."
"An expansion of the scope of
sympathy and compassion," was
the second strategy that West of-

fercd. He spoke of establishing
true public conversatio ns,
reinvigoratin g the public life with
11
listening and humility to put
power and ignorance under the
spotlight." Integral to this form of
public struggle is "the courage to
attack one's own convictions."
Fmally, West wged a projection of
"a sense of audacious hope" and
"publicaction." ''The livesofordinary
pt"Upleareintertwined:'herontinued,

am a prisoner of hope and that
means one never gives up."
"I hope you all still believe that
the world isopen-ende d,and that
what you say and what you do
will rna kca difference," said West.
'We have to find that window of
opportunity, recognize the commonality in our diversity by focusing on something bigger than
~~r

Baby Sitter needed: Wednesdays by entering the art becorres free to
2:30-6:30pm, and Thursdays 8:30- reproduction. Dmdline: April25. For
11:3Uun, and other hours if available. more info contact (914) 246-9995. To
2smallchildrcn.Cal1Bethat758-26C6. enter send no rrore than 6designs to:
Cable Olanncl3 Woodstock Public

MFAstudentlookingforasummer Access P.O. Box 73 Woodstock, N.Y.
subletOneor2 roomsnearBa rd.Call 12498.
Emilyat718-625-6696.
'The Care of Childhood Illnesses
needs Through the Use of Herbs" Fri. April
Festival
Music
Bard
The
us."
22nd@7:30pm. Lccturesponsoredby
'1'm going down fighting, I prom- people to work in the festival box
the Unden Tree Healing Center to
will
We
21.
31-Aug.
May
from
office
mlling for "a leap of faith in the moral ise you," he concluded before welplace at The Mill Street loft's
take
cession
(ushersandcon
staff
need
also
and social lives of ordinaiy people/' coming a standing ovation fromthe
MultiArtsEdu mtionCentcr2 0Maple
Festival
the
weekends
the
for
sales)
V'
Hesaid thatheisnotan optimist,but audience.
(Aug.12-14and 19-21). The Festival is St in Poughkeepsie. Adults $6, Stualso looking for housing for Festival dents & Senior Otizens $3. For more
musiciam for the weeks of August 7- info call (914) 471-roxJ.
21 orfortheentire monthof August. If
TheBSU/Fou ndetsDay]am takes
youareintcresledinrentingyourrome
and want rrore details call Robin at place on Saturday, April 30 10pm2amattheVassarCollegeAULA$3.00
758-7410.
w I valid id. Tight security and ID
Art Show & Sale!April15-17@ the mandatory! Event sponsored by the
Parsonage of the Old Stone Omrch, Black Student Union of Vassar. For
Route9,northofthe9-9gtrafficlightin more info call Diorme Carty (NctRhinebeck. Proceo:ls will benefit the work:ingOlair)@ (914) 451-2113.
ongoing restoration of the 1798 ParHey Rabbit, "what do you think in
sonage. For Hours call Kay T. Venilli
@ 876-6462 or Maty Boehm @ 876- the backseat?" Spring means nothing
when I can't get there from here...the
6770.

lnM em ori um

Simon, t~e black labrador retriever, died on April 6th. He was 10 years old.
Known affectionately to many as Tripod, Simon's presence ·arid threelegged lope hatl become a campus landmark . His comical expressions and
sweet disposition had endeared him to many students, faculty and staff. He
will be sorely missed by his devoted owner, Elana Erber, the art director of
publications, as well as by the entire staff of the publications office.
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way~ tigers do.
Playing until tOtrorrow at Upstate
The invitation said, ''Golden Girls
FilmsinRhinebErlcSwnmerhouse''An
Unholy Alliance Against Holy Matri- and corpses." Aren't they one and the
mony Fans of Jeanre Moreau and same? &my, rn pass. Odds are I'll be
Joan Plowright Prepare to Feast" & writing till doomsday, anyway.
Jamon Iamon ·~Director Bigas
Amber &Omck Thanks again for
Luna's Sultry Soap Opem is Pure
Appetite." AprillS-21: Blue ''First of a acrompanying rre on my shopping
film trilogy inspired by a grand revo- spree; I had a blast and hope you did
lutionruysymrx:,I:theFrerrllTricoicur to. Sorre night we1l have to drink a
Flag." Call theatre for times @ 876- toast to 'com.nlOn man' malls &

2515..

Ca~milkshakes.Affectionatcly

Yours, Jmns.
CALL for ENIRIES! Design a pin
to exemplify the exriterrent of the
upcoming 25th Anniversary celebration of tre Woodstock Festival and
Woodstock as an artist and music
colony. Grand Prize $100 of art supplies, 2nd Prize $50 ofartsupplies,3rd
Prize$25 ofart suwlies. Entries must
be no larger than a 2 1/2" round,
unm:runtcd, unfrarred,and drawnin
black & white. Pencil renderings will
not be oonsidenx:l. Suggestions for
coloring can be included on tracing
overlays. Art will not be returned and

Greg: Sony I haven't written in so
long; single life is ho:tic if nothing
else. How'si<aren? What's thisabout
you becoming a Born Again Christian? They're tess guilty than Catholics perhaps, but I thought you of all
people would know better than to
changeforagirl.Rcmcmber Istillhave
the most beautiful woman in the
world coupon. Still coming to visit?
Call me at the office some Tuesday

andl'llhelpmakcarrangctrents.Love
Always, Jeana.

On March 29th, in the Olin Art
History room, Mansoureh
Ettehadieh, Professor of History
from the University of
Tehran in
Iran, gave a
lecture entitled 11 The
Position of
Women in
Con tempo·
rary Ir~n: A Historical Perspective." The lecture was sponsored
by the Religion and Gender Studies Departments.
Ettehadieh began her talk by
stating that there is still a definite
question of liberty for women in
her country, but that most of the
steps- taken thus far to grant
women more rights have been
little more than political issues by
which various governments have
manipulated women's positions.
The acts of some governments,

according
to
Ettehadieh, created much "observation and
conversation
within and outside my countr}r
about women's
issues, but not
enough."
Women in Iran
were "considered
weaklings," said
Ettehadieh, and
this showed in
how they were
treated. Girls, for
example, were often purposely.
brought up to be illiterate. In the
case of divorce or death, women
could not keep legal custodt of
any children. It was apparently
not until the 19th century, when
Iran came into contact with other
countries, ·that theSe behaviors

were questioned and reforin was
suggested~

Some of the reforms that actually came about included more
freedom of the press, through
which women were able to conveytheirideas. Ettehadiehquoted

On 1\.iesday, Mareh 29, President aninapproachableendpointltssheer, them. Musicians had tte ability to
· leon Botsteingave a lecture on "Mu- raw power wassobreathtakingthatit break through habits and free t~Bn
sic and Modernism." Botstein began is in many ways similar to a religious selves; they had a sense of a political
crusade.
the lecture by eXperience.
After Botstein elaborated on tre
The SErond selection which Botplaying a piece

one article in
which one women
wrote, "I regret
that lam nota man
tosayaslwishand
do what I want."
The women of
Iran, E ttehadieh
feels, are beginning to see themselves as a class in
societ¥, but are not
necessarily ready
to accept less subservient positions.
This could be
distinctly seen, said
Ettehadieh, when
ttae Iranian government decided that women should
nolongerwearveilsin public. Some
were in favor of the new feminist
attitude, while others scorned
women even being out in public,
and still others refused to_ comply
with the unveiling. These attitudes

-Schoenberg, fights the mnception of the conventions of playing beautiful
musical timeandmelody.Itforresthe musicinordertorerveahighercause.

ear to penetrate the lllOVerrent and
findasound.Schoenbergpicksupthe
experimentation begun by Wagner,
of the "Sym- 'Symphony of the Thousand,"re ere: stein played was from Wagner's that which gets away fromfonn.
Botstein remarked, "hnagine the
phony of the scribed the developments in central 'Tristan and Iseult" The hanronic
Thousand" by Europeatthistime which created this language left an impresSion on tre reaction of the upper-middle clasS
Gustav.Mahler. movement. Themoralobjecliveofthe listener. 'Tristan and Iseult'fls sense of concert-goer'' when listening to these
Botstein ex- artistwasanethicalrenewal. Theartist ambiguity, rhetorical phra..c::es and works. Thereisnoform,logicororder,

p1air6:lthatthis- feltthattherewasa wrongand aright
piece "ended wayofiifeinsocietyand that, through
the19th(Bltmy his music, he was capabl~ of freeing
tradition of nmsic.~." The size the individual from the ravages of
ai\d volume of the pia'e were nearly capitalism and industrialization. The
unprecedented, generating an Jm. musicians did not believe that their
mortal sound for the listener. The musi.cwasaboutmakirigbusinessmen
tlansfigumtionofdeathintolifereaches feel morecomfortablebyentertaining
II ~~or.~
" a

came from women as w~ll as men,.
and theopinionson the action were
so varied that the effort did little or
nothing to really increase women's ·
rights.
The real problem seemed to be
that the government never really
sought out or evaluated women's
feelingsabouttheveils,oranything
else for that matter. Instead, government leaders simple acted on
outside. pressures. Some groups
would adhere to western influence
and want women to have more
rights, while others woulq want to·
stick to the culture the country was
accustomed to, which continued to
suppress the women. There were,
however, a varietY of ethical, legal,
social and political problems involved in the refonns. In closing,
Ettehadiehexpressed her hope that
future reforms will take plaee, and
that the women of the country will
be able to take more of a part in
them.
·
V'

mnstantrepetitionof ~unci create an but there isalot of noise. In 1913 t:J:-.ere
inurensemagnetismofsound which wasanincidentofafistfightbreaking

get under the skin of the listener. This outinaconcert hall, because listeners
rewmusicrugroundwastheworking were so incensed.

Botsteinplayedaseriesof~

form 1909 from W~a student of
Schoenberg. The music sounds modem, but was rotan iron of the everyday environment since it was based
on the idea of bberation Since this
musicisrroreaboutlisteningtomusic
rather than the actual music itself, it
functions powerfully.
In 1938,anopposingschJolaroseneo-dassidsm andoneofitsfounders
was Igor Stravinsky. Stravinsky
wanted to .take the past and make it
more modern,. so that the audience

benchmark of change. The listener
Butthesewerenotmattersofsimple
experienceS sound where there is no tasteS, but of ~ruger issues, such as the
pulse and the music is suspended.
conceit of the audience themselves. muldhearitrroreeasily. Inhisattempt
Thetlilitfpiece, ''ColorS" by ArnOld Musicians began to breakaway from
. continued"on page ;'
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• COLLISION REPAIR
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'SHOP

914-876-1242

t{oME $14-758-3948
1\Uil WEST

RED HOOK

Inter natio nal Revi ew
by Sean O'Neill
Only one group of human beings can be said to truly threaten civilization as it i
known today. And I am a member of that group.
Taken together, we account for hundreds of millions. But in every society where w
threaten liberal virtues, we form only a minority of the whole-a violent minority, but
a minority nonetheless.
We are the group that most persistently, audaciously, and inescapably challeng
the international balance-of-powe r state system. Most of us are heavily-armed and
nationalistic; most of us chain-smoke and spit often. We are indifferent ~"-to ou
appearances. We listen to rock-and-roll. And from East Timor to the Peruvian Andes,
from Belfast to the townships of South Africa, from Azerbaijan to the streets o
Chicago, we are expressing our unremitting CC?ntempt for the stifling world order o
our fathers. Beware Clinton, Yeltsin and Kohl~ Beware all you whiny, intellectualtypes who cry for "peac~ and domesticity"! We men be~ween the ages of seventeen and
twenty-four intend to assert our views on the world!
We, who are supposedly at the start of our lives, have realized that we lack an
established position in the modem world. Denied the opportunities necessary to
attain the cosmopolitan, money-making life, we choose to take up our guns to gai
power over our circumstances. We ~re enthralled with violen~ and destructio
whenever it is our violence and destruction. If we can't become a part of your Old
Lady's World, then we will blow it apart, piece by piece! Better to drag you pathetic
ideals through the mud than have them continually haunt us.
We 17 to 24 year-old men are reacting rationally to the absurd sihlations we hav
been dealt by our forefathers. The only way we know to earn respect in this world i
by wielding the power of life and death. Our anger created the intefadah in Palestine.
Our wrath continues to send shells down on Bosnian civilians. Whether it is th
Russian Revolution or Mao's Cultural Revolution, be it the Zulu warriors or th
Shining Path, we men have accompiished the bulk of the violent uprisings of thi
century. We may be unskilled in military tactics or self-defense strategies, but wear
well-practiced in gratuitous rage.
We killed the candidate for the Mexican Presidency, Luis Donaldo Colosio, las
month, while we also formed the insurgency in Chiapas. Tomorrow, sOme of us will
kill each other in New York City. Later this month, you can find our young bodies,
glistening with sweat and smeared with blood, in the South African province of Natal,
during the elections.
Try as you might to commercialize our venom and package it as "gangsta rap," o
some other form of pop counter-culture, you are doomed to fail in appropriating us.
We will believe anything and nothing. Supply us with weapons, booze, the occasional
woman, and a heroic cause, and we are unstoppable.
continued on page 5

Straig ht Fror11\ the Stars·
Aries (March 21- April19): Don't worry; be happy~ Oiche, yes, it's true, but all will be
well if you are willing. A walk with a friend will also help to smooth over residual fears.
· Taurus (April 20- May 20): A new adventure will consume time, but be weU worth
the hours and energy spent. Don't be afraid of taking a new, uncharted route.
Gemini (May 21- June 20): Trme to calm down. No more silly antics unless you can
handle your responsibilities to. Prioritize before it's too late!
Cancer (June 21 -July 22): You11 be happy to hear that although you've been feeling
abitunderthewe atherlately,itwi llpasssoon;sun nydaysandgrea tsuccessareonth eir
_way.
-· Leo (July 23- August 22): A small cut will he~l fast if you let it and a small crush may
· tun\ into a long, lived romance if you are discreet.
Virgo (August 23 -September 22): Didn't get as much done last week as you had
· hoped? Never fret, your over-productive genes will kick in this week. On the weekend,
tear free!
· · Ubra _(September 23 - October 22): Craving something new? Something exdting?
Doesn't matter because your wishes are not going to be met 1mtil you give selfishly to
someone else.
sCorpio (October23- November21):T imedoes not heal all wounds. Reflections of the
·' past will consume you this week; try hard not to let them bring you down.
Sagittarius (November 22- December 21): Spring has you feeling caged in. Even if
you've just been away it may be a good idea to take a little break from your current
sun~ndings and relax.
Caprkom (December 22- January 19): Another sultry affair. Another night of
satisfied lust. Makes you wonder what you ever did to d~ all the attention.
. Aqumus (January 20- February 18): Another week of more work than you care to
handle. It may be streslful, but in a week or two you an relax and visit old friends.
· Pisces (February 19 -March 20): After a long, duD, boring week alone you11 find it
great to have friends back, but be auefu1 ol getting to dose or else you may end up
0

Dealing with Date Rape at Bard
.
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Once I c·ame back :to Bard I saw the
by Jean Doughty .
There has been much confusion and defendant in passing, became physirnany questions concerning taking a cally ill and called BRAVE for the first
=ase of sexual assault to the Student time. I told the counsellor that I wanted
'udiciary Board. I'd like to relate my totakesomeformoflegalactio nagainst
~xperience in hopes that others will this man. She met me that night and
1nd enough strength to do the same. explained the process. She was very
l'he most important thing is that the supportive and understood how hesirictim feel safe to continue his/her tant I was because of such a small
!ducation here at Bard.
campus~ The heari~g is very private
I have been very quiet about the and can only be made public with the
learing but recently became disturbed consent of both parties. Usually the ·
)y the many assailants that "are getting defendant in a case of assault will not
Lway with committing violent crimes want an open hearing.
•ecause the victims are afraid of the
I was fully aware of how difficult and
ystem. It is true that the process is painful the hearing would be, but I knew
•ainful and has problems, but the that nothing could be as horrible as what
~tudent Judiciary Board exists for the happened to me two rughts before Inter•rotection of all Batd students and they cession.Ihadmanyfriendssupp ortingme
re trying to make the. pr~cess easier alongwithmyBRAVEcounsellorandJoan
or all parties involved.
Unger, the director of BRAVE.
Two nights before Inte1~sion of this
The day I sent my complaint, the case
ear, I was forced to engage in unprotected was unanimously taken and a date for
nal intercourse by a Bard student. Fortu- _ the he~ring was set. The defendant ·
ately, I was leaving campus shortly after volun,tarily left campus until th~
:te incident to be in familiar surroundings hearing. The few days before the
rith many of my friends~
Interses- hearing, I was distant with everyone
ion I was able to seek medical attention but my close friends and would not
nd counselling from my local Rape Crisis_ leave my room unless it was absolutely
:enter. I was informed of all the options necessary. My nights were filled with
ut chose not·to press criminal cftarges. worry and relatively. sleepless. Many
\Stead, I. decided to get myself back to- times I consid~red leaving Bard, but
ether again and let the man be judged by _ deep inside I knew I was doing the
is peers.
right thing, not only for myself but for
other victims of sexual assault.
Less than 12 hours before the hearing I
received the defendants statements and
character witnesses. Ihadn'tthoughtabout
getting any character statements because I
knew they weren't weighed as heavily as

Over

Htart planning for
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couraging and I thank him immensely.
Being able to choose you support person is very helpful; they ca!} be a
BRAVE counselor, a friend or a parent.
Neither party is allowed to have
contact with the w_itnesses during the
hearing and each party has a support
room. I;)uring breaks in the hearing, it
is very nice to go to a room that is filled
with people that are on your side.
The Board had read both statements,
all character witnesses and medical
evidence beforehand and had questions
based _on such evidence. Both parties
have a copy of all statements. First the
board asked me to tell them what
happened on the night in question and
then aske.d _,me questions. It was very
difficult to relate what happened in
front of a group of strangers, but they
were very understanding and did not
pressure me at all. Then the defendant
told his side and was asked questions.
We broke for lunch.
The witnesses were called, first his then
mine. The Board asked each witness specific questions, both the defendant and I
were allowed to question and cross-examineeach witness. Since there are usually no
firsthand witnesses in Date Rape; 'the first
person the victim comes in contact with is
considered a witness.
The defendant asked to speak with
his lawyer at this point. Both parties
are allowed to seek legal cpunsel but
the lawyer is not allowed to be present
at the hearing. After a slim majority
vote by the Board, he was allowed a ten
minute recess to speak to his Ia wyer.
After an incredibly disruptive break
testimony,butitisr~o~endedtocollect the defendant and I were allowed to
them,-at least for moral support. So for 5 que~tion each other. This was perhaps
hoursinthemiddleofthenightls crambled .the mostdisturbingpartofthe hearing.
togatherstatements.ltwasverye ncourag- Having the defendant lie when I asked
ing to have so many people support and . him specific questions was deeply
believe me even if this .was the first they distressing, many times during this
heard about the case.
part I had to collect myself before
The defendant was charged with moving on. There wasn't much I could
~ape and Aggravated Sexual Assault. do beyond trustingtheSJB'sj\ldgment.
Although I had to be in the same room · The SJB then asked both parties queswith the defendant~ we were separated tions on·the iss..~~ they were most conand did not have to look at each other. cerned about, and the defendant and I
Both parties are _a llowed to have a ~ilent _made _c_o ncludhtg statements.
- . support person in the roo_in at all times. . ,Approximately 10 hours from the beginThis person is not alloY?~- to say any- ning of the hearing, we adjourned. An
~ing but they are incredibly helpful. agonizing two days later, I was infonned
. - Having the person I had w_a s very en- that ~e SJB had tenninated the ~-

-Internatio nal Review c:onti·n ued·
. .

coratillwd from pag~ 4
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ings due to lack of evidence. Infuriated by
the lack of decision I searched for the next
step. The Grievance Committee could not
do anything because the case had already
been heard.
I made an appointment with President
Botstein supported by Shelley Morgan and
many others. Each party has the. option to
meet informally to talk with the SJB about
the decision and the actual hearing. I took
this opportunity because I could not un. ders~nd how they could have terminated
this case. I knew that the defendant had
raped me and couldn't understand why
they didn't see that.
The President was very supportive
and understanding. He had read both
testimonies, the B_o ard's decision and
listened to parts of the tapes. After
trying to prove what happened to me,
it was a relief to have the President
believe me and promise to take action.
I asked to appeal the decision and the
defendant was sanctioned.right away.
Meeting informally with the SJB was very
helpful. I was able to tell them my concerns
about other women being afraid to take a·
case to the Board because of its lack of
decision concerning my ca5e. They explained that they had met for seven hours·
and the votes were conflicting; a majority
could not make a decision_ based on the
evidence,sotheprocedurewaste nninated.
Although the process was long and tedious, at time infuriating, I am glad 1 went
through with it. I've regained the strength
that man took away from me and much .
more. The Student Judiciary Board is meet- ing with BRAVE to make the process easier
and less traumatic for all parties involved.
I am encouraging any victim of violent crime to use the system we have.
Sexual Assault is a horrible thing to
happen to anyone and. something has
to be done to stop the people committing these crimes. There is no typical
Rape victim and no two victims react
in the same way. Date Rape is very
hard to prove because in_most cases
only the assailant and victim are
present. Sometimes .the victim won't
be able to remember the incident for
days or even years and sometimes they.
aren't able to say anything to anyone
ff?,J:' a long time. It is very_irnportan_t
that the victi~ re{l.ize they do have !_he
power and strength to fight back.
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There are those lily-Uvi!red liberalS, of Course, who will argue that males of my age group are not~rently immoral or amoral.
Such ~Is i~sts _that .~dividual$ make their d\oi~ 81\d can~t excuse themselves with abs~ctions. But the nightly
repeatedly sh9ws us ~ges of violence being committed by predominantly one group-guess who! We have honnones doi
double somersaults inside us, and the intensity of our passions allow us only to understand our own point of view to the exclusion
of all others. It goes against our natures to prevent our participation in the war of all against all.
Perhaps only Signapore's legal system provides a method of stopping us_from our violent self-d.etennination. Take the case o
the American eighteen year-old, Michael Fay, who confessed to spray-painting some~ and throwing eggs in its well-ordered
streets. He was sentenced to be tied down to a wooden trestle and be whipped with six lashes of a half-inch-thick rattan cane
according to the New York Times.- The result of such a whipping are typically physical shock from the intensity of the pain, as wei
as permanent scarring. Now that is the only kind of new world order that will have any effect!
_

I will not eat green eggs and ham
I will not eat them, sad I am

by Michael Sylvester
HH you're so special~ why aren't you
dead? I just want to get along. I just want to
get along." -The Breeders
To quote another band, a band I listened
to innumerous times, smoke-boxed in a
car on·a dead end road, on the edge of an
abandoned and cnunbl~g sand pit, ~~An
other one bites the dust." the one is dead
by his own ·hand but with a little help.
Rolling Stone compared Kurt Cobain to
John Lennon and now he can be compared
to Hemingway. The both liked their shot
guns. To quote Cobain's mother, liJoplin
and ~orrison _took their lives, now he has
joined .their stupid club."
Who cares ~bout all these fucking
words?When was the last time Rolling
Stone f~lt the pulse of anything beside
th~_corpses of seenes which band-s had
already grown out of by the·time they ·
reached their lifeless forms to write
about them -ad --nauseam? When was
the la_st time someot:te' s mother had
som~_thing wise to sum up. their
children's lives or had a clue what they
were-really thinking?. Jesus?
Generation X? The only thing I know
a~t.l~_~eneration Xis that I don't belong to
it. I couldn't because I know what it is that
the m8;ssmedia are trying to describeabmii
people my age and it doesn't have a name
or a word. If it did, it would be so much
simpler. The word would lie somewhere
between carnal dissatisfaction and the embarrassment of really liking a new television COI!lJll~t:~al, between drinking hard
and the age when you start paying for it
the next morning, when your body is no

longer the elastic sponge of abuse, when
you start showing scars. It is know that you
need to get up f~r work or dass the next
morni~g and looking at your friends,
pouring another glass of bourbon and saying to yourself, 11aS long as I get three hours
of sleep..." .
I have spent most of my life hiding from
words I didn't want to be called. The list is
pretty Wide: -macho, chauvinist, powerhungry, egoist, sensitive new age guy, patriot, commerdal, employable, a typical
man, blah, blah, blah. My seventeen yearold brother doesn't seem to feel this pressure a tall so possible there is a cut-off point
for this unspoken desire be something more
complex thari. one word, to make 11tnem"
come up with new words, to be a living
metaphor, a walking simile. It would be so
simple to live under the umbrella of a word
or the philosophy of a word. Prejudice
ma~~~nse when you can understand the
coll!fortofbeingable to say, without doubt,
"yop .are like me," simply by process of
elimination.
.
I am twenty-four now and I own this
precious degree but this braSs ringdoesn' t
sell.for too much any more. I have eighty
some-odd thousand dollars worth of
knowledge in my head and I can .w rite a
pretty sentence. Those are not self-defining terms. What does it profit out to gain·
the world and lose your soul?What does tit
profit you to lose it and still not be able to
afford a pack of smokes? Graffiti scribbled
aboye the toilet paper dispenser in the
bathroom: Bard diploma, take one. In other
words, the attainment of any goal is a tool
but it has to be used to build something. No

one my age seems to know what they want
to build. We piece shit together and sometimes we come up with something damn
pretty. But collages only go so far. Even a
montage has borders. I am multi-faceted,
therefore I am? There isn't a hell of a lot of
comfort in that.
The American dream makes a twisteci
sense but, like religion, they done closed
that show down before we came to town.
You can only get so much out of reading
thereviewsandlookingatthepho tographic
stills.
_
Older wople, even those in their thirties,
will look at us and say to us that every
generation of this century has thought_that
it created angst. The difference is that they
had the words, single ideas that they could
latch on to late at night and know that,
when the alarm clock rang, the words, by
their sheer force, would help them get out
of bed. I don't like to complain but, Is there
someOne I can talk to here? We ain't got no
war to end ·- ~11 wars, no prohibition, no
depression, no flag to drape around our
shoulders, no work hard and get ahead, no
political or sexual revolution, no quick
money. We have nothing but death on all
fronts, people killing themselves and each
other. Diseases .in which our bodies are
failing us and no o~e can even give us a
good explanation why. The only tangible
goods we have are lists of things that we
can not do if we mean to keep breathing.
And it seems that all the things which
prove to us that breathing isn't an overrated event are up there on that list.
I keep coming back to the question I was
asked as a twelve year-old boy, by my

-A_ io-t of people have been joking about them to pretend they've found substance.
The Paper is a good movie, but it comes
the _movie Reality Bites - a movie with . Tha.t would be pretty impressive. But it's with a warning- you see, this movie was
Winona Ryder which P'':lrports to be a rom- hard to tell if that's what they're doing-it's advertised with a preview that was about
mentary on members just as easy to see that the makers of the three mjnutes long, which basically told the
ofthegenerationoflost film are trying -to say that the particular entire story of the film, including major
youth (maybe two or solutions our characters reach really
conflict scenes, subplots, and the eventual
three years older than substantive, really are the one nugget of resolution of the main story. If you recall
the average Bard stu- truth ~thin a world of bullshit. If that's seeing the preview of this film and thinking,
dent) trying to cope what they're doing, then forget it-they wow,itseemsliketheyjustsumm arized the
with the real world. It make too convmcing a case for meaning- whole movie, well, you're right, they did,
seems pretty obvious lessness .for us to buy that any of' it is and it's pretty much ruined. If you saw that
that one of the main redeemable. Either way, the movie is ac- preview, then you know so much of what's
tricks of this film is to tually enjoyable--the whiny 10h, we're the going to happen in the movie that it will be
play off of current _trends, both attitude- · lost generation'. crap · intersperSed with - almost impossible to build up any tension as
and fashion-wise~ to attract members of some excellent satire, aboutthe characters thevariousissuesofthefilmworkthemselves
that selfsame 'Jost youth' to shell out their ,t hemselves as well as the wgrld around us, out, or at least that was what happened to
cas):\ to see it, but there's actually more to it especially concerning trends like fast food me. Basically, theadvertisingwill have ruined
than that. We're talking about a very weird and M1V. In the long run, it's hard to tell this movie for a lot of people. Which is really
moVIe·- it;s difficult to tell which parts are whether this fiim is really willing to make sad, because it's a good movie. Michael
intended as satire, and which parts are funofitself or simply take easy shots atthe Keaton, Glenn Oose, Marisa Tomei, Randy
intended to be taken seriously. If the entire disaffected youth culture that is its subject. · Quaid, and Robert Duvall, an excellent cast,
~o_rl~)s-ca -b-i g. satire, then it's pretty bril- You be the jt~:dge--worth seeing 'for the portray the staff of a daily paper going
iia.nf-the solutions the characters find for intt~riHonally satiric parts, but only if you through the hectic routine of getting an issue
their life problems are just as empty as can handle a lot of whining about how out on time. The main plot of the story ceneverything e'se around them, bu~ their much it sucks to be an over-privileged tersaroundMichaelKeaton,ayou ngnewsdesire for momentary satisfaction allows . youth in today's world. .
'"
·papenrian whoisalsotryingveryhard to be

are

is

uncle, his mouth full of chicken: "Don't
you know what it means to be a man?" It's
been twelve year and .my only answer is,
gee, I guess not. You see, I keep getting
caught up in the semantics, a man, know
what it means, a man, one. We are a generation of people fighting desperately to be
individuals but what the fuck does that
mean?
· Individual 1) originally, not divisible;
not separable. 2) existing as a single, separate thing or being; single; separate; particular
The mass media give us Generation X, a
retread of some Thirty-something idea, because they don't know what else to give us,
what flag we can all agree to bum. We exist
separately, island of the same age, believ..,
ing in an inherent worth that we can't find
a market for. We keep looking for media
figures, any minor deity, some Moses to
sj>eak for us, a people who have lost their
faith in words. Cobain kills himself and we
can sympathize but that is about it, other·
than feeling a personal loss if the existence
of his music helped get you through the
day. It isn't too hard to figure out. A shot
gun is, at least, solid and you can see the
contents of a needle as it enters your blood.
Weare questing for the intangible tangible,
but here may not be an answer ~at works
for more than one of us at at a time, not an
answer we can live with. If you boys down
in marketing come up with one I would
suggest you write it down quickly and get
that fucker on the air, while there is still
someone left around 'to read it.

a family man, along with his wife, Marisa
Tomei, who is freaking out because she's
sacrificed her own career at the paper (or so
she fears) to have a baby. The film moves
artfullybcickandforthamongthecharacters,
allowingustounderstandwhatd riveseach
of the characters involved as we move
through a very long night during which the
cover story for the morning paper evolves.
The tension the film builds up at every step
is impressive, and the senSe of impending
deadlineisapplicabletoeachchar acterboth
in terms of that night, their individual jobs,
and their lives. The film deals impressively
withanumberofissues,andsome howmanages to remain faithful to all of them-journalistic integrity, choices between career and
marriage, office politics, the fear of wasting
your life, paranoia-you name it, if it's a
human problem, there's a touch ofit in there
somewhere. Wellacted,funny,sympathetic,
and a little off the wall, this is one of those
films where you walk out exhausted, wondering, is it really like that? Accurate or not,
it's~entertainingfilm,wellacted,andwot+~

see~ng.
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by Ephen Glenn Colter
.
Wasn't 110pen Mike Night" a scream!? I wasn't, uh, there, but that's because, uh, well ...there were so
many people I just_couldn't 11squceze" in--or was it the night before a chapter deadline? Well, anyway,
I heard your Senior Oass Co-President Tammy Sloan turned it out great!
Listen up. You've already received notice in your boxes, but here's a reminder: 11Spring Break" baskets
will be ready for pick up in the pool room (where else?) Wednesdc~.y morning from 9-5 A.M. Please pick
up your basket promptly, or maybe some big 'ole evil senior will eat it!
News: Kira Sue Chitwood, Senior Class Alumnae Representative, and that other Senior Class
Co-President & Senior Menage Diva, just thought you'd like to know that we invited alumnae
in the New Yqrk area (only as far back as 1990) to the Menage. It is no accident that the Menage
is THREE DAYS AFTER the written P's are due. So, we all have something to look forward to.
You still have plenty of time to alert a "friend" to come as your guess. 11 Friends" are welcome
to the Menage, townies are another story.
Gossip: _Dean Levine on last month's evening, 11Senior Projects in Progress" sponsored by the Gender
StudiesProgram:"Thatwasarareeveningindeed! Overtheyearslhavebeenpresentatmanysuchsenior
project events.. .I do not exaggerate here.. .Iast night's presentations were, as a group, the best I have ever
heard. Each of them was intelligent, creative, and motivated by personal and intellectual invesbnent."
OK a little cheesy, but, hey, I think this indicative of all the senior projects in progress. We're all in this
together!Just think, after the "P" on the 4th you'll have three weeks.to chill-or swill-whatev~r your
continued from page 3
thing is. We should all look forward to the great senior art exhibits, film premiers, dance concerts, and to write a new language, he distorted
music recitals. Unforgettable times to relax and memorable places to rub elbows. Need I even mention the music in a way so that it was
that we're all gonna need some good times & serious sun after the overload of cathode rays at the computer rhythmically alive. Regularity was
center and this &*#@'n weather.
usedasanadvantage,aswellashumor
Excuse me, but, urn, Ephen has only received two invites. If you want props in my column and sarcasm.
announcing details of your senior 11 Fifteen Minutes of Fame" you must send _me notice c/o the
NAME Bartok's 'Opening of the
senior class box, dig?
·
Third Concerto" was uncorrupted by
LISA ANOMAIPRASERT; sculptor, Opening Reception April29, 9 P.M., Proctor Art Center.
urbanism, just as peasant music did
KRIST! MARTEL, musician"Open Your Face and Sing'' April20,22, and 23,8 P.M., Blum Hall.
. not use any regular rhythms. Bartok
Handsome, talented, and all-around nice guy' Chris Wermuth (OK, so I'm flirting, but in the did not use any simple fragments as
spirit of flattery) was kind enough to slip me the following list of upcoming senior art ex~ibits did Wagner, but instead he used
by up-and-coming artist who plan to be worth much more dead than alive: STEVE SOMMERS complete lines. His approach was
& MORGAN FINE, April 15-21, Procter; AMANDA FAUST, April 22-28, Procter; ALIS_9UN thought to be ~ve, serving the
MEEHAN, April29-May 5, Procter; ROBERT SWEENEY, April29-May 5, Olin; TARA PARSONS upper class. Many thought that this
& EVELINE SWARTTOUW, May 6-12, Procter; ZACK WEINBERG, May 6-12, Olin; LARA was the affect Ameriam culture had
LEPIONKA, May 6-12, Manor; SHAMUS LANGLOIS & ANGUS CHASSELS, May 13-19, P~rocter; on Bartok. However, the composer
RAPHAEL GRECO & NICK KOLBA, May 13-19, Woods; CHRIS WERMUTH, May 13-19; Olin; didnota~;hebelieved that he was
A.LYN COSGROV~ & CARA ROSS, May 20-29, Procter; LIS~ MAREINISS, May 20-29, Olin.
engaging in this form of music withOK. I have to bitch for just a moment. I'm stressed, anxious about what the hell I'm gonna do after a_U .
this and distracted by the pressure of having to tum in my ''P" sa111ple in less than three weeks. 5o, with
this in mind, I really did not appreciate having to starve for a day and a half during spring break iast -_weekend. While slaving in the computer center, BOTH the coffee shop and the bookstore were closed on
5aturday-and on Sunday the fucking coffee shop didn't even open till late aft~moon. Shall we say that
Jur mommies and daddies would not be very happy that their babies had to go hungry because Bard
Editor-in-Chief
jidn't care to think about thein? We live in the middle of nowhere people, and if you don't have a car
Jeana C. Breton
uound here; life can sometimes suck. (I hope the right people hear about this so this won't happen again.
News/Managing Editor
~~)
.
.
Michael Poirier
Just so you know, the Pres is do'n that forum/ conversation thing again. On April20-next week folks,
~-10 P.M. plus eats-the subject will not be roses. It ~ill be "Liberal Arts: Responsibility, Goals, and
Arts Editor:Effects." Who better than seniors could voice an opinion, shall we even go so far as to say an evaluation,
Jancy Lang
Jf their four years at Harvard on the Hudson? Sign up at the Dean of Students Office ASA fuck'n P! I have
Jne thing to say: Have your shit together and try, try to be respectful.
·
Features Editor
I dun no know what t'tell ya. God only knows WHO the 2 marshals,4 flagbearers, 2 bell ringers, 8 ushers
Anne Miller
:md 4 turtle doves are, but whoever you non-seniors are, you better appreciate the privilege, or you will .
be replaced. Like that (usnap"). You're work'n for us now.
Do you need a job soon? A place to live? A ureal" lover? Maybe even a vacation? Well, join the god damn
:lub. There's some kind of "Career Day" going on in May (Yes, AFTER projects!). I think the 18th, but don't
1uote me. Talk to Maureen in the Career Development Office (and don't get cute, she's doing the best she

Music continued
out being cliche.
Botstein concluded the lecture
with a piece by Schoenberg.which
was based on the Biblical Ten
Commandments and the argument
of Moses and Aaron. In this piece,
not only do we hear the purity of
language but also the abstract idea
ofillusivetruth. The paradox lies in
that we redeem music to match the
belief of art, and save it from crushing conformity. One aim of the
modernists was to enable anyone
to listen to this music without
having vast knowledge. Despite
the opposing schools, all of the
modernists wanted their listeners
to be open to the strength and spirit
and emotion of their sound. V'
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All submissions must be turned in to either campus

We're still going for 10 K for the big "TP". Got any more bright ideas? Personally, I want to have a bake
sale. But if any little first year twit carne running out nekked to rub his or her genitals in the desert I really
wouldn't be responsible for my actions (and on that note, can you believe Kline actually took dessert a way
that night, like we're children).
Let's have a moment of silence for all the folks who started with us in L&T and are not Jtere with us;truggling-today: OK, now let's have a shout out to all our 'ole friends around here who started out with
liS but are not graduating, just yet. All in good time.
Yeah, yeah, we're still waiting to hear about Yo Ma speaking at commencement. Personally, I'd rather
trim play, but...
Datestorernembercomingupsoonfolks:MAY2, "All-NighterCrammingCarePackages" May4... weknow,
we know. No, the auction not this week as planned, but its approaching. Corne sell out your friends and
ouy out your profess~rs!_ Be competitive!! Win, win, win!! All in good, uh, "fun." Oh, and last, remember
Jur little motto: try not to "project" those anxieties on anyone else.
..

..

· - ~

mail or our Tewksbury office no later than noon the
Saturday before the issue for which they are Intended.
Space on the Another View and Letters pages works on
a first come basis; if we cannot fit your submission in
one week, it will be guaranteed space the next week.
We do not exclude any material unless it is slanderous.
or does not include the name of the author. Classifieds
are free to Bardians and cost $0. 10/word per issue for
all those in our local region. For more infonnation on
our policies or advertising rates please call
(914) 758-0772 or write:
Bard Observer Bard College Box 185 Annandale. N.Y. 12504
~
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* Trip to New York City. Sign up at the Dean of Students Office,

* Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous
are meeting today in Aspinwall304 at
*
12noon.
·
·

*

.$5·~~

Jazz pianist and 1994 Grainmy Award nominee Kenny Barron and drummer Jimmy
Cobb, together with bassist .lehn Menegon, will appear at Joyous Lake in Wo~stock
tonight. Tickets are $12. For more i~rmation call (914) 679~5154..·

French Table, Kline College Room 5:45p ~ 7p.

* Fonnal 1.5.0. Party tonight at lOp in the Old Gym.

* MeA de ESpeiiol. jNo te Ia pierdas!. IUiae Commltee Room 6-7p.
* Grand Union R~n~ Leaves ~t 6p and returns at 7p. Meet the van ~nd Kline.
* Alcoholics'Anonymous meeting iit ~own. Meet van at Securlty a~ 7:45p.

*

Narcotics Anonymous meeting in Aspinwall304 at 7:30p.

* Alcoholics Anonymous meting in Aspinwall304 at 7:30p.
*noon.Alcoholics Anonymous and Nareotics Anonymous will.- be meeting in Aspinwall 304 at 12 ,
* Tavola ltallana, kline Pnsw..rt's Room. All Welcome! Join us for conversation
.

Vln~ses: Biological and CompUter. Seminar
by Biology Profesor John Ferguson and Director of Computer Education Michael
Lewis. Meetings will continue for four ciinsecutive Thursdays. Olin 310, 6:30p. For
inforrnationrontact Ms. Karen Becker.

lntergeneratlonal s....J. .r.

*

* .Professor J~rrii~ Dodds of Oty Coll~ge of New York will give a lecture entitled

Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous will be meeting today in Aspinwall
304 at 12 nqon.

0!.~ 102! 7p.

*.

*

lntergeneratlonai_S...Inar.· Gnosticlsin: Phll'!5ophy and Technique. This
seminar will be led by Professor Leonard Schw~ and will continue for three consecutive
thursdays. Olin 308, 7p. For information contact .Ms. Karen Becker.
· .
~
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Professm: P~r Dolan will be giving a lecture entitled •Modem Mathematics. • P~
lecture reception will take place at 4:20p at the Olin atrium, and the lecture will statt at Sp in
Olin Auditorium.
·
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Van to Cheap Movie NI.WattheRed.HookLyceum. Vanleavesat6:30pfrom
Kiine and returns at lOp. Ftrst come, first served, so be early.

-

BloOd Drivel Wellness FaJr. Them~ Dnve conducted by the Hudson Valley Blood
.Services will take place at the Old Gym between lla and 4;15p. Sign up for appomtments at
Kline during lunch hours on Apri112, 13 and 14.
~
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Alcoholics Anonymous m~g

----

bt Aspinwal1304,at 12 n~~.

*

.~·~line Pr9sid~nts Room. 5-6:30p. .
Overeaters Anonymous ~eting in Kingston.

* WEDNESDAY.

;>

=
CZECH IT OUT! Do you have an interest ln.Czech culhu'e? Woul~ you like ~ lEml\.~ some Czech words, Czeeh expressiQns or experience Czech humor? Come to the Czech table.

*·

Patricia Murphy will b~ .selling desig~er perfumes today at Kline Co~mons.

*

:Muslims, Jews and Christians: The Art of the Orient in_ Medieval Spain.

-*

~

.

C~Dependents

~nducted

'

..

* Women's Center Meeting. Annandale House, rm 110, 6:30p.
*
Anonymous meeting in Red Hook. Meet van at Security at 6:30p.

at 5:30-&:00p. Benvenuti!

*

.

-

APRIL 20

* Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous- are meeting today in Aspinwall 304 at
tinoon.
* Mesa de Espaiiol. jNo te Ia pierdas! Kline Commltee Room 6-7p•
* Grand Un·~ :~~.~· Leaves at 6p and returns at 7p.

M.eet van at Security at 5:15p.

Meet the v~n behind ~line.

* Joim Del
Plato of Simon's Rock will speak on ~Picturing the VIctorian Self and the
•Othei..•olin 102, 7p.
·

.:-_* -Natrotics -Anonym~us meeting ·in: Catskill. .Meet van at Security at ·7:15p.

Harem

-.*

* Alcoholics Anonymous

TAl-CHI classes with Master Wendy Shih ~11 start today and will meet every Friday
The fee is $5 per class. To register call
75S.7530.
'
.
'.

m~g in Barrytown.

Meet van at Security at 7:45p.

·_~evening,' 7p, at the Stevenson GymnasiUm. until May 6.

*
*

·; *..SATURDAY. APRIL 1_6 ·*

*

'

;!

Alcoholics Anonymous meeting in Aspinwall304 at 12 noon.
Narcotics Anonymous meeting in Woodstock. Meet van at Security at 2:15p.

~

~

Meet all vans or bu$eS in the parking lot behind Kline Commons.

